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PolicyLink is a research and action institute dedicated to
fostering equitable communities of opportunity by

lifting up what works.
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What Equity I1s?

A Full inclusion of all residents in the economic, social,
and political life of the region, regardless of race,
ethnicity, age, gender, neighborhood of residence, or
other characteristics
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Equity Is the Superior Growth Model
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Why do we need to focus on equity?
The Ghost of History
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LOOK At These Homes NOW!

Au eatire block ruined by negro invasion. Every house marked 'X"' now occupied ¢

by negroes, ACTUAL PHOTOGRAPH OF 4300 WEST BELLE PLACE,
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red-line /red lin/ v : to deny loans to certain neighborhoods
based on the race and/or ethnicity of its occupants. The impact
of which is still evident in American cities today.

1. The Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC) was created in the wake of the Great Depression to help refinance
homes at risk of foreclosure. However, the HOLC is best known for creating residential security maps, better known as
“redlining maps,” to guide investment in American cities. These maps assigned grades of ‘A’ through ‘D’ to neighbor-
hoods to indicate their desirability in terms of investment. Black and Immigrant neighborhoods were often given grades
of ‘C’ or ‘D’, resulting in little or no access to mortgage insurance or credit for decades. Though the HOLC was discontin-
ued in 1951, the impact of disinvestment as a result of redlining is still evident in many American cities today.




Why do we need to focus on equity?

Not Really GhostsHistory Continues Today

Redlining & Recent Subprime Lending in Cleveland
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